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"The present franchise is called communal, but it is really racial   In  1923 the
Imperial Government decided in favour of communal franchise, but the Indian
community did not accept that decision.   We strongly represented our case for a
common franchise to the Hilton Youg Commission.   We have consistently refused
to enter the Legislative Council through the communal   electorate  and we have
abstained from participating in the Legislative and Executive Councils   altogether
since 1928.   Our attitude towards municipal bodies has been  the same as towards
the Legislative   and   Executive   Councils   and we recently decided to boycott
the municipal councils also in order that our position with  regard to the question of
a common franchise may  not be misunderstood or  misrepresented.   The Hilton
Young Commission has recommended   a   common  franchise,  but subject to the
consent of the European community.   We are strongly  opposed to this consent
theory.   Why has not our consent to the communal franchise   considered neces-
sary in 1923 ?   Would the Imperial Government lay down that no change in the
Kenya constitution could take place without the consent of the Indian community.
The Imperial Government is expected to hold the scales of justice  even.   If they
are satisfied about a common roll being necessary for the progress of the country,
they should inform the European settlers  that they cannot be allowed to block
the progress   of   the   country.    The   experience   of   the   past   few years has
strengthened the belief of the Indian community in Kenya that no permanent
settlement can be arrived at except on the basis of a common roll. We are prepared
to make great sacrifices for the principle of a common roll in the place of adult
franchise  based on qualifications on the lines of the Wood-Winterton agreement
"We have accepted the principle of reservation of seats in order to assure
the European community that Indians are not out to acquire undue power under a
a common franchise. We have agreed to accept a smaller number of seats than
the Europeans in spite of the fact that the Indian population is double the
European population. We have always been prepared to consider any reasonable
safeguards that may be brought forward in order to allay the apprehensions of
the Europeans, The Hilton Young Commission has recommended a civilization
franchise, which Indians support in principle. It should be added that the
Commission recommended a civilisation franchise, because it would be in the
interest of the Natives also, who would automatically acquire the franchise as and
when they qualify themselves for the same. A common franchise is the only
guarantee of political equality in the circumstances of Kenya.
"The Government of Kenya has recently passed an ordinance authorising
the appointing of Europeans in place of Indian members to the Nairobi and
Mombasa Municipal Councils as Indians, as stated above, have boycotted these
municipal councils. It will be realised that the whole question hinges upon the princi-
ple of a common franchise. We request the Government of India to request the
Secretary of State to withhold his consent to this ordinance. We also respectfully
urge upon the Government of India to support our claim for a common roll
FEDERATION SCHEME
"Regarding the idea of a Federation, Sir Samuel Wilson, when he was in
Kenya recently, is reported to have arrived at certain conclusions. These were that
a High Commissioner should be appointed with wide executive powers with a
power of veto over legislation, and that there should be associated with him a federal
Legislative Council called the Central Council* which should have an official majority.
In addition to the heads of departments appointed by the High Commissioner, each
territory will be represented by four members on this Council, two officials and two
non-officials. The Central Council will have control of Customs, Railways and
Harbours, Defence, Posts and Telegraphs and Research. We have opposed this
federation on principle on the ground that it would be the thin end of the
wedge and would ultimately result in a political federation. The Central Council
in due course will acquire prestige and control over the purse. However, in view of the
fact that there is a possibility of such a federation of the economic interests of
Kenya, Uganda, and Tanganiyka being accepted by the Imperial Government
owing to the support of the European community and some of the Governments

